Introduction and background
With the onset of the first strong southwest monsoon winds, typically in early to mid-June, a strong anticyclonic gyve, the Great Whirl (GW), develops in latitude range 5øN -9øN, with a second cold wedge at its northwestern flank, where the flow turns offshore. The generation mechanism of the GW was determined to be by baroclinic Rossby waves, generated by the strong offshore anticyclonic windstress curl [Schott and Quadfasel, 1982] . The further development remained obscure. It seemed like there might have been years during which the two-gyre system of GW / Southern Gyve broke down and a single boundary current existed from the equator to the Horn of Africa [Schott, 1983] [Bruce, 1979] . Nothi•g is known yet on its generation mechanism.
In the latest observations prior to the WOCE 1995 expedition, carried out in summer 1993 [Fischer et al., 1996] , two important features of the northern Somali Current system were observed, that had not been previously reported: first, a significant northward flow (of at 10øN -13.5øN (Figure 4b ) that is partially delivering the outflow from the SG eastward.
Moored current measurements
The moored array was originally planned, as WOCE array ICM-7, to be deployed across the northern Somali Current near 9.5øN at the continental margin. Due to the nonexistence of a Somali government this was not possible and the next best solution was to deploy it normal to the topographic slope off Socotra with some coverage also of the $ocotra Further analysis will combine the shipboard observations shown here with those of other groups, with the moored currents and with satellite SST and altimetry measurements to delineate the seasonal behaviour of the northern Somali Current in relation to local and remote forcing, and to determine the degree of interannual variability of that circulation system.
